product requirements are gaining prominence in the standards, while U.S. manufacturers are increasingly becoming followers in the standards development process.
The National Institute of Standards and Technology held a workshop in April 1990 to examine the role of the government in standards-related activities. A major topic of discussion was whether there is a need for a coordinating function to facilitate the timely development of standards by existing standards organizations. (A potential model for such a coordinating role is the Standards Council in Canada, in which the government plays the coordinating role.) No strong consensus was reached. However, in a summary report the institute set forth a number of conclusions dealing with standardization and conformity assessment (Leight, 1990). Several of the conclusions related to the need for closer interactions between government and industry and the need for more effort by industry to support, participate in, and monitor standard-setting activities. The report called specifically for the government to "intensify negotiating efforts to ensure foreign acceptance of products based on testing and certification performed within the United States," and to:
. . . sponsor or co-sponsor with interested parties from the private sector a series of workshops with various industry sectors to specify more precisely the needs for coordination and representation of U.S. conformity assessment interests abroad. Then, appropriate systems should be developed to meet those needs and to promote effective application of these mechanisms in behalf of U.S. manufacturers and exporters. Particular consideration should be focused on the division of of Automotive Engineers. The American National Standards Institute is not only the coordinator of standards writing but also the member body in the International Organization for Standardization. U.S. industry appears to be reluctant to pay for and participate in international standard-setting activities, while bythe creation of an economically viable production capacity.
